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Course: Law 

Degree: Bachelor 

Branch: Core curriculum 

Study plan: Aviso n.º 9088/2019, de 23 de maio 

 

Teaching staff: 

Professor in charge of the curricular unit 
Prof.ª Doutora Patrícia Galvão Teles 

 

Other Professors of the curricular unit 
- 

 

Language of instruction:  

English 

 

Functioning:  

Elective Course 

Teaching Hours: 20 | 4 ECTS 

Teaching Method: Theoretical-Practical Classes  

 

Intended learning outcomes:  

As the United Nations commemorates its 80th Anniversary in 2025, it is a good opportunity to take stock regarding its 

function as a global legal forum, its successes and shortcomings. Indeed, in the past eighty years, great part of 

international law has developed under the umbrella or in connection with the United Nations. This course will examine 

how the United Nations has contributed to the development of International Law through its different organs and 

bodies, namely the General Assembly, the Security Council, the International Court of Justice and the International Law 

Commission.  

 

Syllabus:  

1. The Development of International Law by the United Nations 

2. The General Assembly and International Law making 

3. The Security Council and International Law making 
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4. The contribution of the International Court of Justice to the development of International Law 

5. The special role of the International Law Commission in the progressive development and codification of 

International Law 

 

Evidence of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units intended learning outcomes: 

The program contents analyze and develop the different ways in which the United Nations can be seen today as a global 

legal forum. By discussing the contribution of its different organs and bodies for the development of international law 

over time and in more recent years, the students will be able to take a critical view as to the role of the Untired Nations 

as a global legal forum in the 21st Century. 

 

Recommended prior learning (or curricular units whose prior attendance is recommended): 

Public International Law 

 

 

Teaching and assessment methods: 

The course will be taught in theoretical-practical classes where the students, based on presentations made by the 

Professor and the reading of basic materials, will discuss the different topics covered. At the end of the course, a written 

paper will allow the assessment of the knowledge acquired during the course. 

 

Evidence of the teaching methods and the intended learning outcomes: 

The teaching methods, based on theoretical-practical classes where the Professor and students interact in the discussion 

of the contents proposed will stimulate research on the part of students and the presentation of a critical analysis in 

class, in order to take stock of the role of the United Nations as a global legal forum, namely its successes and 

shortcomings.  
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