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Course: Law 

Degree: Bachelor 

Branch: Core curriculum 

Study plan: Aviso n.º 9088/2019, de 23 de maio 

 

Teaching staff: 

Professor in charge of the curricular unit 
Doutor Luís António Sousa Uva Durão Barroso 

 

Other Professors of the curricular unit 
- 

 

Language of instruction:  

English 

Functioning:  

- 

Intended learning outcomes:  

With a strong focus on the European Union, this course explores important institutional and legal developments 
concerning the shape of the EU administrative system. 

Syllabus:  

As regards the EU administrative system, the main themes considered are the following: 

• Emergence and evolution (with a focus on the more recent developments) 

• Different ‘modes’ of EU governance 

• Relationship between politics and expertise 

• Centralisation and decentralisation 

• ‘Multi-layer administration’ 

• Controls and accountability of the executive power of the EU 

Evidence of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units intended learning outcomes: 

The selected program contents/themes are relevant to understand the legal and institutional challenges facing the 
modern EU administration. 
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Recommended prior learning (or curricular units whose prior attendance is recommended): 

Ideally, students will have studied EU and Administrative Law, although this is not necessary to enroll in the course or to 
be able to understand the relevant issues. 
 
Teaching and assessment methods: 

The teaching method is mostly theoretical, in the sense that it does not involve, as a rule, solving specific problem cases. 
However, the teaching is also ‘practical’ if considering the jurisprudence of the CJEU is broadly analysed. In addition, the 
course explores the ‘practical’ implications of specific policies or institutions.  

The assessment relies essentially on a written exam (at least 80 %), even if an active and valuable participation in class is 
also quite relevant (up to 20 %). 

Evidence of the teaching methods and the intended learning outcomes: 

The balance between ‘theory’ and ‘practice’ as a teaching method (explained above) helps to promote a broad and more 
complete understanding of the issues covered. 

Bibliography: 

> D. Chalmers at al., European Union Law: Cases and Materials, 4th Edition, 2019, Cambridge University press  

> Curtin, D., Executive Power of the European Union: Law, Practices, and the Living Constitution, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2009  

(Further reading will be provided for each seminar) 

Legislation: 

Treaty on European Union and Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union  

Specific secondary legislation shall be provided. 

Lesson’s Plan: 

Seminar 1: “Governance” and the development of the EU administrative system 

Seminar 2: EU Governance agenda 

Seminar 3: Comitology 

Seminar 4: Regulatory Agencies 

Seminar 5: European Medicines Agency 

Seminar 6: ECB and the Single Supervisory Mechanism 

Seminar 7: ‘Multi-layer governance’ and accountability 

Seminar 8: Overview and legal challenges 

 

 


