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Course: Law
Degree: Bachelor

Branch: Core curriculum

Study plan: Aviso n.¢ 9088/2019, de 23 de maio

Teaching staff:

Professor in charge of the curricular unit
Prof. Doutor Giovanni De Gregorio

Other Professors of the curricular unit

Language of instruction:

English

Functioning: -

Intended learning outcomes:

This course aims to provide an overview of the framework of global law. Processes of globalisation and decentralisation
of decision-making have increasingly expanded local dynamics beyond the traditional territorial boundaries of state
actors. International and transnational organisations have increasingly been involved in transnational areas including
finance, technology, the environment and migration. This transformation of law raises questions about how to interpret
the role of democratic institutions or the protection of rights from the transnational dimension. This course starts with a
focus on global law and then moves to underline processes of internationalisation and constitutionalisation, including

examples as the European Union.

Syllabus:

Class 1

Perspectives of Global Law

Mandatory Reading

Peters, A. (2009). ‘The Merits of Global Constitutionalism’ 16(2) Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies 397.
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Wiener, A, Lang, A. F., Tully, J., Maduro, M. P. and Kumm, M. (2012). ‘Global Constitutionalism:
Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law’ 1 Global Constitutionalism 1.

Optional Reading

Backer, L. C. (2013). ‘The Structural Characteristics of Global Law for the 21st Century: Fracture,
Fluidity, Permeability, and Polycentricity’, in Reflections on Global Law (Brill | Nijhoff).

Class 2

Internationalisation and Constitutionalisation of Global and Local Institutions

Mandatory Reading

Chang, W., and Jiunn-Rong Y. (2012). ‘Internationalization of Constitutional Law', in Michel Rosenfeld and Andras Sajo
(eds), The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Constitutional Law (Oxford University Press).

Klabbers, J., Peters A., Ulfstein G. (2009). The Constitutionalization of International Law (Oxford University Press),
Chapter 1.

Optional Reading

Bartole, S. (2022) The Internationalisation of Constitutional Law. A View from the Venice Commission (Hart Publishing),
Chapter 5 (‘International Constitutional Law: Sources and Materials’).

Class 3

The Supranational Dimension: The Case of the European Union

Mandatory Reading

Shaw J. (2017). ‘The European Union and Global Constitutionalism’ in Anthony F Lang, Jr. and
Antje Wiener (eds), Handbook on Global Constitutionalism (Edward Elgar).

Walker N. (2012). ‘The Shifting Foundations of the European Union Constitution” Edinburgh School of Law Research
Paper No. 2012/18.

Optional Reading

Rehling Larsen S. (2021). ‘Varieties of Constitutionalism in the European Union’ 84(3) Modern Law
Review 477.

Class 4

The Role of Transnational Business Actors and Society

Mandatory Reading
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Golia, A. Jr. (2023). ‘The relationship between Global Law and the Individual’: Symbiosis, Oscillation, Strategic
Subjectification. Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law & International Law (MPIL) Research Paper No.
2023-03, 9-16.

Peters, A., Koechlin, L., & Zinkernagel, G. (2009). ‘Non-state actors as standard setters: Framing the issue in an
interdisciplinary fashion’ In A. Peters, L. Koechlin, T. Forster, & G. Fenner Zinkernagel (Eds.), Non-State Actors as
Standard Setters (pp. 1-32). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Optional Reading

De Gregorio G. (2022). Digital Constitutionalism in Europe: Reframing Rights and Powers in the Algorithmic Society
(Cambridge University Press), Chapter Ill.

Peters A. (2018). ‘Global Constitutionalism: The Social Dimension’ in Takao Suami, Mattias Kumm, Anne Peters, and
Dimitri Vanoverbeke (eds), Global Constitutionalism from European and East Asian Perspectives (Cambridge University
Press).

| Class 5

Class presentations

Class 6

Closing lectures

Exam

Evidence of the syllabus coherence with the curricular units intended learning outcomes: -

The course structure aims to guide students across the principles of global law. It introduces the main concepts and
discussion in this area and then move to address paths of internationationalisation and constitutionalisation of the global
legal order. The course takes into account this transformation at the local and transnational level looking not only at state
actors but also private actors.

Recommended prior learning (or curricular units whose prior attendance is recommended):

There are no specific prior learning criteria. Knowledge of constitutional law, EU law, international law, legal theory and
transnational law are useful but not required.

Teaching and assessment methods:
The course will be based on lectures and interactive sessions including working groups and class presentations.
Students are expected to read the assigned material and to participate in class discussion.

EXAM
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The exam will be based on two phases:

1) class presentations (10/20). Each group of students will have to prepare a slide presentation and present their
work in 40 minutes (30 minute presentation + 10 minutes of discussion and questions with the class). The topics will
be provided by the instructor, and students will deliver their presentation in the last weeks of the course.

2) take-home essay (10/20) of 2000 words (including footnotes). Students will work on their take- home assignment
after the end of the course. The topic of the exam will be provided by the instructor.

Evidence of the teaching methods and the intended learning outcomes: -

Bibliography:

The students will be provided, via the Moodle platform, with the required readings.

Legislation: -
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